
Woolyworm
kindergarten newspaper

Go Nuts!
Squirrels are busy in the fall

gathering nuts to help them sur-
vive the winter.  They bury nuts in

the ground.  To locate them
later, squirrels use their sense of
smell.  The nuts they don’t find

sprout and become trees.

Acorns: A very abun-
dant nut and probably

one of wildlife’s most important foods.  The
native Americans roasted acorns from the
white oak, hulled them and ground them into
a coarse meal for baking bread. 

Hickory nuts: Wood ducks, ring-necked
pheasants, quail and wild turkeys compete

with man for these nutritious nuts.  Black bears,
squirrels and rabbits eat both nuts and bark,
while white-tailed deer enjoy the nuts and
young twigs from the tree.

Walnuts: Red-bellied woodpeckers and
squirrels eat the nuts, while beavers eat

the bark.  The sweet, oily kernels are
eaten by humans, too.  Walnuts add flavor to
cakes, candies and salads with their strong 
and distinctive taste.

LEAF CREATURES
Ask the students to bring in leaves, bark 

and sticks.  Press the leaves for a few days.
Have them use the items they brought to
design a creature, real or imaginary. 

I’m a Little
Fox Squirrel

Teach students the following song to the tune 
of  I’m a Little Teapot.”

I’m a little fox squirrel, red and brown.
(Put hands behind back like a squirrel tail)

I eat nuts that I have found. 
(Pretend to eat nut)

I pick them up and bury them deep.  

(Pretend to pick up nuts and bury them)

When winter comes I’ll have nuts to eat.
(Rub tummy)

Welcome backto the
Department of Conservation’s kindergarten,
first and second grade newspapers.  Student
newspapers are designed with seasonal
themes and use conservation education to
meet the Show-Me Frameworks.  Newspapers
come out in October (Fall), December
(Winter), February (Spring) and April (Summer). 

The new teacher editions provide additional
background information to facilitate class dis-
cussion, extra activities, related children’s liter-
ature and Department of Conservation edu-
cation resources. We’re glad your’re with us
this year!

APPLICATION
Bonus activities for school or home

Have students look at  leaves on their ride
home from school.  How many different kinds
did they see?

Tell students to take a nature walk.  Using  a
strip of masking tape, they can make a
bracelet with sticky-side out.  Tell them to
watch along the trail for leaves to collect and
attach to their bracelet.
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Newsletter 
CONSERVATION &
ENVIRONMENTAL 

EDUCATION
Our educator’s newsletter,
The Resource, will keep you
in-the-know for the fields of
conservation and environ-
mental education in
Missouri.  The next issue
comes out in early
December.

LOOK FOR:
°  Workshops and 

courses
°  Conferences
°  Projects WILD/Learning   

Tree/WET/
LEP updates 

°  Teacher Guide for 
Outside In

°  Much, much more!    

There is no charge for the
newsletter.  We encourage
you to subscribe and learn
more about enviromental
education in Missouri.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
for The Resource

Name_________________________________________________

County__________________  Phone _______________________

Street
Address________________________________________________

City____________________________________State___________

Zip Code ______________  E-mail _________________________
Affiliation 
(School, organization, etc.) 

______________________________________________________        
School Address
______________________________________________________

City____________________________________State___________

Zip Code_______________________   Grade level K   1   2
I would like to receive:  
________Student newspapers _______Educator newsletter

The educator newsletter will be sent to your home address, if provided. 

Missouri Department of Conservation
P.O. Box 180
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0180
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